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Planting Cool Season Grasses

Weeds are a common occurrence in home lawns. They can be frustrating to try to pull or
spray. What is even more frustrating is that you might be unintentionally planting weed seeds.
Not all grass seed is created equal. Lower quality seed can introduce unwanted weeds and a lot
of extra work to eradicate it later. If you are planning to plant or over-seeding your lawn this fall,
make sure to choose high quality seed.

Orchardgrass and/or rough bluegrass (Poa trivalis) are the names to watch for when
preparing to over-seed. These perennial grassy weeds cannot be selectively controlled once
introduced to a lawn. Orchardgrass grows more rapidly and is lighter green than our turfgrasses.
It doesn’t spread but creates unsightly tufts of light green bunch grass in the lawn. Rough
bluegrass creates fine-textured circles in the lawn. Initially it can blend in with the other grasses,
but turns brown quickly with the summer heat. When temperatures cool it greens up again.

So, what can we do about these unwanted weeds? Take a few extra minutes to read the
package of the grass seed you are purchasing. Understanding the contents printed on the label of
the grass seed bag will save you from introducing unwanted species. Look for the percent “Other
Crop Seed” or “Other Crop” printed on the label. “Other Crop” includes any species grown
intentionally such as turfgrasses and pasture grasses. Unfortunately, orchardgrass and rough
bluegrass fall into this category. By law, seed labels must identify the percentage, by weight, of
“Other Crop Seed” in the bag. However, the species does not have to be named unless it
constitutes 5% or more of the contents.

Knowing what percentage of “Other Crop” is too much depends on what the “Other
Crop” is comprised of as well as the buyer’s preference. “Other Crop” could include small
amounts of a species that will not significantly impact your lawn such as perennial ryegrass in a
bag of tall fescue. On the other hand, it could include orchardgrass or rough bluegrass. Since the
homeowner has no easy way of knowing what is included in the “Other Crop,” look for a bag of
seed where the percentage of “Other Crop” is as close to zero as possible. Quality seed may have

0.01% “Other Crop” or less. “Weed Seed” listed on the label should also be 0.01% or less.



Be the envy of all your neighbors this year with a thick, lush lawn. Getting started with
quality grass seeds will guarantee a lawn with less weeds. Post Rock Extension has lots of
information on lawn care for all types of grasses. If you have any questions, please call your
local Extension office.

Post Rock Extension District of K-State Research and Extension serves Jewell, Lincoln,
Mitchell, Osborne, and Smith counties. Cassie may be contacted at cthiessen@ksu.edu or by

calling Beloit (785-738-3597).



