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Crochet |s based on one stitch, the single
crochet. All other stitches used in crochet
are variations of this stitch. The basics of
crochet are shown on the inside of this
leaflet. To learn how to crochet, make
samples usmg each stitch.

Yo

Knitting Yarn, 4-ply

e Red Heart® or Susan Bates® Crochet
Hook, sizeI or 9

e Large, blunt-pointed needle

° Splrt strtch markers

° Practrce crochet stltches following
the step-by-step instructions.

e While crocheting, hold completed
work with your left hand just under
the stitch being made.

¢ When making stitches, one loop al-
ways stays on the hook and is not
counted as a stitch.

e Count stitches at the end of a row
or round as well as the number of
rows or rounds completed.

e When working in rows, always turn

To measure crochet work layﬂvlt on a flat
surface. Do not stretch the work.

For measuring rows, place a tape mea-
sure or ruler in the center of the project,
even with the end of the work (1). Mea-
sure as stated in the pattern instructions.

For measuring rounds, unless otherwise
stated, place the edge of a tape measure
or ruler at the center of the piece and
measure out to the edge of the last round.
Be sure to measure only the stitches. Do
not include any open area in the center
of the piece (2).

Gauge is the number of stitches (and
spaces) to the inch (2.5 cm) and the num-
ber of rows or rounds to the inch (2.5
cm).*In order for the finished project to
be the correct size, your gauge and the
gauge given at the beginning of the pat-
tern instructions must be the same.

To check the gauge, make a sample us-
ing the same yarn and hook size that are
given in the pattern instructions. Crochet
the sample approximately 8 cm x 8 cm
(3” x 3”) in the same stitch used for the
major portion of the project. Secure the
yarn end.

+ 3b
AR b 3 stitches = 1" (2.5 cm)
4 rows =1"(2.5¢cm)

Place the sample on a flat surface. Mea-
sure across, counting the stitches to the
inch (2.5 cm) (3a). Measure up and down,
counting rows to the inch (2.5 cm) (3b).

Compare the gauge of the sample with
the gauge in the instructions.

e If there are fewer stitches (and
spaces) and rows or rounds than
specified, the crochet work is too
loose. Try a crochet hook that is one
or two sizes smaller.

e |f there are more stitches (and
spaces) and rows or rounds than
specified, the crochet work is too
tight. Try a crochet hook that is one
or two sizes larger.

Experiment with hook sizes until the
gauge of the sample matches the gauge
in the instructions. (Remember, the hook
size given in the instructions is only a
suggestion.)

*Crochet pattern instructions commonly available in the United
States have gauge measured in inches. The U.S. standards for
measuring gauge in metric have not yet been determined. There-
fore, when referring to gauge in this leaflet, the inch measure-
ment is first with the centimeter equivalent in parentheses.



Ribbing is a very stretchy piece of cro-
chet work usually made of single crochet.
It is used where elasticity is needed such
as a cuff. To make ribbing, insert the cro-
chet hook into the back loop only of each
single crochet of each row (4). Turn the
completed ribbing so that the rows are
vertical and continue crocheting follow-
ing your project instructions (5).
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Always join yarn at the end of a row.
Crochet up to, but not including, the last
step of the stitch; two loops will remain
on the hook (6). With new yarn, complete
stitch by drawing a loop of new yarn
through the two loops on the hook (7).

new yarn

To secure the yarn
end, cut the yarn
15 cm (6”) beyond
the last stitch.
Draw yarn end
through the loop
and pull up tight
(8). Finish yarn
ends by weaving
them into the
stitches.

To make a woven seam, place the two
sections to be joined right sides up and
side by side on a flat surface.

Cut a length of yarn about 60 cm (24”)
long (use the same yarn as was used to
crochet the project). Using alarge needle,
attach the yarn to the project with a few
whipstitches (don’t use knots). Weave the
yarn back and forth between the edges,
picking up corresponding yarns in each
stitch (9). Before ending the seam, stretch
it slightly. End with a few whipstitches.

After the prOJect is completed finish all
yarn ends. Using a large needle, weave
the yarn into the wrong side of the cro-
chet work for about 4 cm (1%2”), avoiding
open, lacy areas (10). Slightly stretch the
area where the weaving was done. Weave
the yarn end 2 cm (34”) back on itself.
Trim yarn end.
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